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UPSC – IAS. IPS, IRS., and TNPSC GROUP - I, II, IIA and VI  

and SSC, BANK and RRB Exams. 

New  Batches Started - Admission going on 

(ONLINE /OFFLINE CLASSES AND TEST BATCH) 
 

JANUARY 2021 CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

1. Rajasthan has become the fifth state in the country to successfully implement the 

"Urban Local Body (ULB)" reform prescribed by the Ministry of Finance and 

Expenditure Department. 

Rajasthan has now joined four other states, namely Manipur, Telangana, Andhra 

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, and they have completed this reform. 

2. The Union Environment Minister, together with his French Prime Minister, 

launched the Indo-French Environment Year. 

The basic goal is to strengthen cooperation between India and France in 

sustainable development, increase the effectiveness of actions that are conducive 

to global environmental protection, and make them more well-known. 

The Indo-French Environment Year 2021-2022 will be based on five main themes: 

a. -    Environmental protection 

b. -    Climate Change 

c. -    Biodiversity conservation 

d. -    Sustainable urban development 

e. -    Develop renewable energy and energy efficiency 

3. The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and the United 

Territory of Ladakh signed an agreement to develop a joint territory through 

science and technology (S&T) intervention. 

4. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) released the "2021 Global 

Climate Litigation Report." The report was published by UNEP in cooperation 

with the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law of Columbia University 

5. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is studying whether India needs a new central 

bank digital currency (CBDC) and is exploring ways to implement digital 

currency operations 
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6. The Lieutenant Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, flagged-off fleet of 

electric buses.  The introduction of electric buses will help reduce tailpipe 

emissions and provide comfortable public transport. NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam 

Limited (NVVN Limited), a 100% subsidiary of NTPC Limited 

7. The Vice President of India established an Integrated Weapon System Design 

Center at the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam missile complex in DRDO, Hyderabad 

8. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) released the "World Economic Outlook 

2021" report. 

The report emphasizes that India will witness the strongest growth among major 

economies. 

India’s economy will grow by 11.5% in 2021 as opposed to the 8.8 percent growth 

that was predicted in October 2020. 

However, by 2022, it is expected to grow by 6.8%. 

The report further emphasizes that the global growth rate in 2021 will be 5.5%, 

compared with 5.2% in October 2020. 

The world economic growth in 2022 is expected to be 4.2%. 

It is further estimated that global growth will shrink by 3.5% in 2020. 

9. The United Nations released the largest public opinion survey on climate change 

in history, the "United Nations Global Climate Survey." The United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP) conducted a People's Climate Vote people from 50 

countries/regions to prepare the report for 1.2 million 

10. India celebrates the 72nd Republic Day. Although this year's Republic Day parade 

was silent due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no major guests were invited to 

participate. But this year, a unit of the Bangladesh Army Marched Rajpat. 

11. India and the United Kingdom held the fourteenth meeting of the India-United 

Kingdom Joint Counter-Terrorism Working Group.  

12. Germanwatch, a non-governmental organization based in Bonn, Germany, 

recently released a global climate risk index. In the index, India ranked seventh 

among the countries most affected by climate change in 2019 

Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Bahamas were the top three most affected countries 

in 2019 respectively 

13. By 2030, India's goal in renewable energy capacity is 450 GW. India is saving 38 

million tons of carbon dioxide emissions each year by promoting LED lights. By 
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2030, India will restore 26 million hectares of degraded land. The Dutch 

government hosted the Climate Adaptation Summit (CAS) on January 25, 2021.  

14. The Ministry of Road Transport has decided to impose a surcharge on old vehicles 

that are no longer suitable for road use. This additional tax is called "green tax". 

It has been decided to curb pollution. It will also inspire people to switch to 

environmentally friendly alternative vehicles.  

15. From January 21 to 25, 2021, the Indian Armed Forces conducted a large-scale 

tri-service amphibious exercise AMPHEX-21 in the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. In this exercise, naval ships, army amphibious forces and air force aircraft 

participated in the competition.  

16. Elon Musk's SpaceX set a new world record. It has launched 143 satellites on a 

single rocket called the "Falcon 9" rocket. With this new record, SpaceX broke 

the record of the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO), which deployed 

104 satellites in a single launch in February 2017. The price per satellite is $15,000. 

17. The latest data from the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

highlights that by 2020, China has surpassed the United States to become the 

world's largest foreign direct investment destination 

18. The central government has taken many initiatives aimed at empowering girls. It 

emphasized that these initiatives also provide better education opportunities, 

better health care and increased gender sensitivity. Every January 24th is National 

Girls’ Day 

19. Padma Vibhushan: This is the second-highest civilian award in the Republic of 

India. The award was established on January 2, 1954. The award aims to recognize 

"excellent and outstanding service." It does not distinguish race, occupation, 

position or gender. This award is an award for excellence and service excellence. 

Satyendra Nath Bose, Zakir Hussain, Balasaheb Gangadhar Kher, Nand Lal Bose 

received the award in 1954. 

 In the Republic day 2021, this award was given to: 

a. - Shri Shinzo Abe –– Japan (Public Affairs) 

b. - Shri S P Balasubramaniam (Posthumous) –– Tamil Nadu (Art) 

c. - Shri Sudarshan Sahoo –– Odisha (Art) 

d. - Belle Monappa Hegde –– Karnataka (Medicine) 

e. - Shri B. B. Lal Others –– Delhi (Archaeology) 
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f. - Shri Narinder Singh Kapany (Posthumous) –– United States of America 

(Science and Engineering) 

g. - Maulana Wahiduddin Khan ––– Delhi (Spiritualism) 

20. The Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched the "Union Budget 

Mobile App" before presenting the union budget on February 1, 2021. The launch 

of the mobile application is for members of the Indian Parliament and the public. 

21. The government of Maharashtra has decided to start a "prison tour" from 

Yelawada Prison in Pune. The event will start on January 26, 2021. The plan is 

being launched in the state to promote people to visit and visit the state’s historic 

prisons. 

22. Every January 24th is International Education Day. The day is to celebrate the 

role of education in peace and development. The purpose of this day is to remind 

people that without inclusive and fair quality education, there is no lifetime 

opportunity for everyone 

23. National Tourism Day is celebrated on January 25. 

24. The Cabinet approved the signing of an MoU between India and Uzbekistan for 

cooperation in the field of Solar Energy. About MoU: The main work area is to 

determine the research/demonstration/pilot projects between the National 

Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) of the Ministry of Renewable Energy of India 

and the Uzbekistan 

25. The Indian army will conduct large-scale joint military exercises in the Andaman 

Sea and the Bay of Bengal. The exercise will be conducted under the auspices of 

the Andaman and Nicobar headquarters.  The joint military exercise Kavach will 

involve the Indian Navy, Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Coast Guard 

26. The cabinet approved the 850 MW Rattle hydropower project. The cabinet has 

invested 52.194 billion rupees in the project. The project is located in the Chenab 

River.  The project is a joint venture between Jammu and Kashmir State Power 

Development Corporation and the National Hydropower Corporation. 

27. NITI Aayog launched the second edition of "India Innovation Index 2020". The 

Indian Innovation Index 2020 seeks to rank States and Union Territories.  

Karnataka  scored 42.5, followed by Maharashtra at second place with a score of 

38 and Tamil Nadu at third place with 37.91 score. Bihar was ranked the last in 

the index with 14.5 score 
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Himachal Pradesh topped among the NE/ Hilly states with a score of 25.06 

28. India and France will hold ex-Desert Knight 21 exercises. This is a bilateral air 

exercise between the Indian Air Force and the French Air Force.  

29. The Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary in West Bengal celebrate a bird festival. It is 

organized by the Darjeeling Wildlife Department. Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary 

is known as an important bird and biodiversity area 

30. The Ministry of Tourism organized the "DekhoApnaDesh" webinar with the 

theme of “Exploring the Buddhist Circuit by Train”. 

31. National Immunization Day was designated on 18 January 2021 all over India. 

32. Russia announced its withdrawal from the Surveillance “Open Skies Treaty”. The 

treaty allows signatories to conduct unarmed surveillance flights on each other's 

territory. In 2020, the United States announced that it will withdraw from the 

Open Skies Treaty 

33. The United Nations (UN) released the International Migration 2020. According to 

the report, Indian diaspora is the largest in the world. As of 2020, more than 18 

million people from India are living outside India. 

34. The Aero India 21 aviation app was launched by the Union Minister of Defence 

Rajnath Singh at Bengaluru, Karnataka from 03 - 05 February 2021. The mobile 

application will serve as a convenient interactive interface for all questions related 

to Aero India in 2021. The application has the function of supporting Indian 

aviation attendees, exhibitors and media. 

35. Bihar started the first state-level bird festival "Kalrav" in the Nagi-Nakti Bird 

Sanctuary in Jamui District of Bihar. This is a three-day event that is expected to 

attract experts and bird lovers from all over the country. 

36. PCRA has launched a one-month mass awareness campaign "SAKSHAM" to 

spread awareness about "Green and Clean Energy". 

The SAKSHAM (Sanrakshan Kshamta Mahotsav) is a campaign launched by 

Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA) 

37. Tamil Nadu became the 11th state to complete the reform of the “One Nation One 

Ration Card” system. Tamil Nadu has become the 11th state in the country that 

has successfully implemented the “One Nation One Ration Card system" reform 

prescribed by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. 
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38. India takes the 85th position in the most powerful passport report "Henry 

Passport Index 2021". The Henry Passport Index is ranking of all passports in the 

world based on the number of destinations that the holder can enter without a 

prior visa. 

39. The Government decided to line up a committee to guard the language, culture 

and land of Ladakh and ensure citizen participation within the development of the 

Union Territory. The committee is going to be chaired by the Minister of State for 

Home G Kishan Reddy. 

40. Every year, World Hindi Day is celebrated on 10 January to promote the language 

around the world. 

41. Together with Norway, Mexico, Ireland and Kenya, India formally serves as a 

non-permanent member of the UN Security Council for a two-year term. On June 

17, 2020, India was elected to the Security Council with a total of 192 votes and 

184 

42. Govt of India’s UJALA (Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All) and SLNP 

(Street Light National Programme) completes six years of Illuminating India 

efficiently. Both plans were first implemented by Energy Efficiency Services 

Limited (EESL), a PSU joint venture under the Ministry of Electricity of the 

Government of India. UJALA 

43. Indian Metrology Department (IMD) issues a statement on Climate of India 

during 2020. Since the beginning of national records in 1901, 2020 is the eighth 

hottest year on record. 

44. World Bank’s global economy prospective report:- According to the report, the 

Indian economy will contract by 9.6% in 2020-21. The Indian economy will 

recover by 5.4% in 2021-22. India's economic contraction will be mainly 

attributed to the sharp decline in household spending and private investment. 

The informal sector accounts for four-fifths of the country's employment, is 

severely affected. On the other hand, the world economy will grow by 4% in 2021. 

45. The Reserve Bank of India has established a comprehensive Digital Payment 

Index (DPI) to record the degree of digitization of payments across the country.  

The RBI-DPI has been constructed with March 2018 as the base period 
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46. Due to attractive prices, Vietnam has recently started to buy grain, especially rice, 

from India. Although Vietnam is the world's third-largest rice exporter, Vietnam 

has started to import rice from India.  

47. The Defence Research and Development Organization - DRDO and the Indian 

Navy conducted the successful maiden test trial of "SAHAYAK-NG" along the 

coast of Goa. This is India's 1st indigenously designed and developed Air Dropped 

Container from IL 38SD aircraft (Indian Navy) 
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